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skilled art-critic, and gave half his energies to preaching
on behalf of beauty, he was also keenly interested in social
questions. He advocated the importance of the education of
women, and his interest in economics and his desire to im-
prove the conditions of the working-classes was profound,
This intellectual wish to " popularize " culture touched
ill classes, and Carlyle's immense vogue as lecturer and
writer showed the wide-spread interest in the philosophical
ideas which he himself had derived from Germany.1
Science was on the verge of a spectacular advance, and
science Darwin's Origin of Species, published in 1859, is recognized
as a book which marks an epoch.
Altogether, when we look at this flowering of intellectual
life, and realize how many-sided it was, we may agree that
" there were giants in those days ", and that the Victorian
epoch takes its place among the great periods of English
development.
One interesting point to notice is that in the latter part of
women the nineteenth century, women begin to take a prominent
place as writers. In the early part of the century it was
still considered " unwomanly " to show the possession of
brains, much more so to use them in writing and making
money by the pen. " George Eliot" took a man's name
to conceal her sex, and the Brontes at first wrote under
pen-names taken to represent men. This attitude had
entirely altered by the end of the century, and women
novelists had become a commonplace. Better education and,
more important perhaps, wider opportunities, later enabled
women to advance beyond " fiction", and in sociology,
travel, religion, and art, modern women can win recognition
on their own merits.2 Indeed, women writers actually out-
number men to-day, but they must still admit, like the men,
that they have not yet surpassed their Victorian predecessors.
1 It is interesting to read Heroes and Hero Worship or Fted&ick the Greatt and
see how German theories of the dominant super-man were put forward then.
* A list of a few writers to illustrate this particular aspect might include Mrs
Webb, Freya Stark, Evelyn Underbill, and so on.